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State that no alteration should be made
in our present franchise.
Hon. M. L. MOSS: I move—
That the debate be adjourned wunti
Friday next.
Question put, and & division taken
with the following resuit :—

Ayes 14
Noes 12
Majority for 2
AYES.
Hon. T. F. Q. Brimage Hon, W, Patrick
1ton. B. M. Clarke Hon. R. W, Pennefother
tlon. F. Connor Hon. C. A. Plesse
llon. 8. J. Haynes Honr, G. Randell
Hon. W. Kingsmil Hon. T. H. Wilding
Hon, R. Laurle Hon. C. Sommers
lop. E. MclLarty i (Teller).
Hon. M. L. Moxs
Nois.

Hogp. J. D. Connolly Hon. W. Oats
Hop, . F. Cullen Hon. B. C. O'Rrien
Hon, J. W. Hacketl Hon. 8. Stubbs
Hon. A. G. Jenkins Hon. (. Throssell
Hon. J. W. Kir@an Hon, J. M. Drew
Hon. J. W. Laugsford (Teller).
Hon. R. D. McKenzle

Motion thus passed, the debate ad-
journed.
(Sitting suspended from 5-58 to 7:30 p.m.)

On resuming, _ .

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :said :
I had expected that we would have re-
ceived some Bills from another place,
but they are not forthcoming. .

House adjourned at 7-32 p.m.
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The SPEAKER tovk the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

-

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By tbe Minister for Lands: Report
on the Operations of the Agrieultural
Bank to 30th June. 1909.

QUESTION — RAILWAY  FACILI-
TIES, MADDINGTON.

Mr. GILL (for Mr. W. Price) asked
the Minister for Railways: 1, Was a
petition received asking that rallway fn-
cilities he provided at Cattenham-street,
hetween Cannington and Maddington?
2, Upon the oceasion of the Minister’s
recent visit did he inspect the site sug-
zested by the residents signing the peti-
tion? 3, Is he aware that the petitioners
were not informed of the visit? 4, Did
the Minister on that oceasion visit Ken-
wick, the land in the vieinity, which is
held by an absentee corporation? 5,
Betore deciding finally, will the Minister
visit the proposed site for a station at
Cartenham-street . as petilioned for. or
will he afford the petitioners and vesi-
dents an npportunity of placing their
views before him?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS :
rephied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes. 3. MNe. the
pelition was presented on (he vecasion
of my visit, namely, 24th September last.
4. [ understand that the petition wus
preseuted at wr near Nenwick. 5. T will
be only too pleased io afferd the res-
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deats every opportunity to lay their case
hefore me.

QUESTION —RAILWAY
BOULDER.
Mr. BATH asked the Minister for
Railways: Has any deeision been avrived
at re the requesl of the deputation from
the Kalgoorlie and Boulder Belt that
passenger trains shonld be fun to the
Poulder Block and the Bouldet lease?
The MINISTER FOR RA%JVAYS

TRAFFIC,

replied : No deeision has yel heeh arrvived
at; the matier is still under copsidera-
tion by the department. \

QUESTION—MINERS’ _ PHTmé;s
ROYAL COMMISSION.
My. HEITMANN (without
asked the Premier: Can the Premier
give the House any information in ref-
erence fo the appointment of a Royal
Commission to inquire inte phthisis?
The PREMIER replied: It has been
decided hy the Government to appoint
the Commission, but the gentlemen who
are to vomprise the Commission have not
yet been decided on.

\.

QUESTION—STIRLING
RETURN.

Mr. HEIDMANN (without notiee)
asked the Mimster for Lamds: When
will the Minister lav on the Table the
return owdeved by the House in refevence
to the detailed expenditure on drainage
at the Stirling estate?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: T remember consulting with the
hon. member when the return was made
ont, and T understood it had been laid
on the Table. T will lonk into the matter.

KSTATE,

COHNEY COMPENSATION CLAIM.
Report of Select Committee.

Mr. Swan presented the report of
the selevi eommittee appointed to inqguire
inlo the Cohney compensation elaim.

Report veceived, read. ordered to be
printed, and to be taken into eonsidera-
tion at a later date.

notice}-_
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BILL—COMMONWEALTH

ABLING.

Introdoced by the Premier and lead a
first time.

liN-

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On wmotion by Mr. Troy leave of ab-
sence for one fortnight grapted to Mr.
A, A Wilson on the pround of urgent
private business.

BILL — METROPOLITAN WATER
SUPPLY, SEWERAGE. AND
DRAINAGE, .

Council's Amendments.

Schedule of nine amendments made by
the Couneill now eonsidered.

Vi Cammitlee,

Mt Daglish in the hl;au, the Minister
f'or \mGs in charpe of “the B‘;ll -

No. 1—Clause 33: Strike out ail the
words afer “distriet,” in line 3, down to
the word “huildings,” inclusive, in line 8.
and  inser! the following:—"Provided
that the mouth of every sueh shaft, pipe,
or tabe shall be at least six feel higher
thau any window or dooy situate within
a distance of thirly feet therefrom; and
also lo make use of the chimney of any
public building or of any faetory, or of
any tramway building as a .s,upport for
ventilating shaft or tnbe

The MI‘HSTER FORWORKS: Some
doubl was cast upon this eclause as we
passed it as to whether it conveyed the
meaning we intended. As it was scme-
what ambiguous the Colonial Seeretary
had had this amendment inserted in the
Couneil to make the meaning clearer.
He moved-—

That the amendment be agreed lo,

Question passed; (he Conneil’s anend-
ment agreed to.

No. 2--Clause 41, Paragraph {e):
Strike out all the words after “land” in
line three:

The MINISTER 1WOR WORKS: This
amendment had caused some debate when
we were passing the measure through
Commitiee. 1t was as to whether a per-
<on who uneplected to pay his rates should
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have the water supply cul off from any
other land which belonged to him. The
Legislative Couneil snggested that the
clause should not apply to “other land.”
He maoved---

Thet the wmendment be agreed lo.

Mr, ANGWIN: i was surprising to
hear the Minister move thai the amend-
ment he agreed 1o, 1t would mean that
the person who had vaeant tand eould
defy the Minister tor an indefinite period
or nntil the Minister could lease the pro-
perty, or if he could not lease the pro-
perty. to sell it five vears afterwards.
The amendment would mean that an in-
ereased rate would he charged to the pro-
perties which were occupied. In some of
our streets there were vaeant lands which
were being held solely for the ponrpose of
inereased increments, and from
there was no likeliGod of pesting ret-
enue for years. '(l was to be hoped that
the Minister would nol agree to the
amendineni. 1t wonld be mevely playing
inte the hands of those who owned va-
vimt land, and it would mean an inereased
burden on those who had lo pay when
the rate was siruck.

Mr. BATH: The amendment made by
anothir place was a good one. 1t wonld
eover the case which he had mentoned
when the Bill was previonsly under dis-
enssion, that of an ocenpier of premises
on which the rates had been paid and
from which the supply had heen eni off
because {he rates were owing on another

property. It was his mfenhon !n snay-
port the amendment. 4
The MINISTER FOR WORKS:

There was full power to recover by a
process of law.

Question. passed: the Couneil’s amend-
ment agreed to.

No, 3 —Clavse 74: Strike ont Snb-
vlanse 2 and insert the following :—¥(2.)
A sum oeynal to the estimated full. fair
average amount of renf af which sueh
land may reasonably be expeeted to lef
from year to year, on the assumption (if
nevessary to be made) that sueh letting
i allowed by law less the amount of all
ratex and taxes. and a deduetion of twenty
pounds per centum for repairs. insur-
ance. and olher ontroings: or”

which |
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
amendment had been made with the ap-
proval of the Government, and it was in
order to bring the matter of rating into
line with the Municipalities Aet. He
moved-—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question pnassed: the Couneil’s amend-
mentl; agreed to.

—[('laus(‘ 74, Subelanse (3):

“iseven pounds ten” and insert

cH:nke ouli

amendry nt prnpnsed to make the a.nmml
value af the option of the Minister to be
an afeunt not exceeding six ponnds in-
atead of seven pounds ten per ¢eninm on
the Lapital value of the land in fee sim-
p]{ce This was the rate which was to he
pmposed”in the new Municipalities Ael
now belure the House.

Mr. Angwin: And which T hope will
never [Iﬂ..,_'”\"),

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : 1t
night reqnirve a litile amendment bnt it
wonld cerfainly prove a good measare.
The Roads Aet of 1902 provided that the
amounts should nof exeeed § per cenl.
The Municipalities Aet of 1906 provided
for not less than 4 per cenf. on improved
or ocenpied land and not less than 7%
pty eent. on unimproved. It was all o
question of what was a fair percentage
tn decide npor. He moved—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. ANGWIN: This was another at-
temipt {o relieve the man who owned vaeant
land by inereasing the taxation of those
who had bmlt on their land. For years
£7 10s, per cent. had been the rate, and
in faet a little while ago an alteration was
made 1o give the municipalities power to
inerease it.  Unfortunately the wording of
thal Aet was such that lawvers decided it
would not he legal {o do so. But it was
clear whirt the mteniion of the Aet was.
People who had buill small homes were
not able to get an adequate waler supply
hecause others who had bought land in the
vieinity for the pupose of holding it for
a rise were nol improving that land but
were allowing it to lie vacant. Those
persons wha had built homes for them-
zelves shonld be protected agminst the ow-
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ners of vaeant laud. To enuble these peu-
ple to abtain a suflicieni water supply it
wourld he necessary to impose a fair fax
on the vacant land.

The HONORARY MINISTER: In our
anxiely fo see thalt no undue burden was
placed on the ;wner of improved property
we ghounld not lose sight of the faet that
even the owners of uninpwoved property
were enlitled to justice at oar hands. Tn
the Municipal Ael of 1900 ihe valnation
for rating purposes for uninyproved lands
was lixed at seven ponnds ten shillings per
cent. Sinee that date money had beeome
cheaper, and by adopting six pounds per
cent. to-day the Cownmnittee would not be
lifting any burden from the shoulders of
the owners of unimproved land.  The ar-
gumenl used by the member for East Fre-
mantle would apply egually against re-
dueing the valuation of improved proper-
ties in the vurious localities, When the
depreeiation in the value of money in the
State was borne in mind it would be seen
that the proposed reduetion fully
Justified,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
was only one of three courses open. The
Minister had the right al aption to fix the
annual valye at the current value of the
lIocal authority, at the yearly rental with
vertain  deduetions, and, thirdly. at ins
six pounds per cenf. on the eapital value.
The third course wonld be very seldom
taken: hefore ever it was taken the oihar
rwa wonld be exhansted.

Mr. Bath: Under whar cireumstances
wanld the thind eourse be taken?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: On
the spur of the momeni he eould not eon-
eeive of any eirenmstances ander whieh it
wonld he used.

Mr. BATH : There was a good deal in
the eontention of the member for Rast
Fremantle, if the third eowse was
likely to apply {0 unimproved lands. Tt
seemed to him  that the third couvse
would be the one utilised for vaeant lands.
Only to-day he had reeeived eomplaints of
the unfairness with which small helders
ware valued as eompared with large hold-
ers. He wonld oppose the amendment to
reduce seven pounds {en shiflings per eont.
to gix pounds per rent.

WaS
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The HONORARY MINISTER: For
the oceupation of the owners houses were
frequently built which would be nnlettabie
at any ren! calculated to compensale for
the capital employed. For instance, il
might be a large house in a district where
large houses were not in demand. In the
proposed amendment the valuation would
be taken on «ix pounds per cent. of
{he capital vidue—a proposition perfeetly
just and fair,

Mr. Angwin: Subelanse 2 as already
agreed to would deal partienlarly with ve-
cant lands,

The HONORARY MINISTER:
thai. will apply to improved properties.

Mr. ANGWIN: In his opinion it was
not intended fo apply to improved pro-
perties. In that Subelause 2 provision was
wade to get over the very diffieslty in-
stanced by the Honorary Minister, The
State should be protecied angainst the ow-
ners of wvacant land. who should be ex-
peeted to contribute fairly towards the re-
venue. Ile wished fo proteet those persons
who had built homes for themselves: per-
sons who, living un the oniskirts, could
nobt secure a water supply bl they had
guaranteed 2 cerlain amount of money
against the cost of the mains. This tmpo-
sition was necessary Tor no oiker reason
than that there was a number of vacant
hlocks in the locality, the owners of which
had no use for the water mains. TFrom
these blocks very little revenne was deriv-
able and now it was proposed to reduce
even that little, Again, i the pronosed re.
duction were to be accepted, it would most
vertainly be used as a precedent. 1F the
properties had deereased in valne xo had
the rates. Tt was to be hoped the amend
ment would not be agreed to as it wonld
he piacing a burden on those who had im-
proved their properties io relieve those
whi were holding lands for the unearned
increment.

No.

Quesiion put, amd a division taken with
the following resalt :—

Ayes .. .. .o 20
Naoexs .. .. .. 19

Majority for o1



AYES,
+ Mr. Brown Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Butcher Mr. N, J. Mooare
Mr. Carson Mr. 8. F. Moore
Mr. Cowcher Mr. Nanson
Mr. DPraper Mr. Plessa
Mr. CGregory Mr. J. Price
Mr. Hayward Mr. Qulalao
Mr. Jacoby Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Keenan Mr. Gordon
Mr. Layman (Telier).
Mr. Male
Nous
Mr. Angwin Mr. Qsborn
Mr. Bath Mr. W. Price
Mr. Bolton Mr. Swan
Mr. Collier Mr. Taylor
Mr. GiNl Mr. Troy
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Underwood
Mr. Horao Mr. Walker
- Mr. Hudscn Mr., Ware
Mr. Johnson Mr. Heltmann
Mr. McDoawall (Taller).
Question thus passed: the Couneil's

amendment agreed tfo.

No. 5—Clanse 74: Strike out the last
two lines:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
two lines were unnecessary as they had
been included in a previon: amendment.
He moved—

That the wmendment Le agreed lo.,

Question passed; the Couneil’s amend-
ment, agreed to,

No. 6-=Clanse 75: Add a provisn at
the end as follows:—“Provided that this
system shall not be used in the distriet
of any local authority which is at the
time levying the rates on the estimated
annual value of the land.”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
clause gave power to the Minister to
adopt in any district a general system of
valuation on the basis of the capital un-
improved value of the land instead of
the valuation ns preseribed by the pre-
ceding clause, The proviso was that the
Minister should follow the loeal author-
ity ratber than lemd. When the matter
was being discussed in Commitfee it was
pointed ont that il was not the intention
of the department 0 take the initiative
in aitering the met'iod of valuation but
that it was desirad to have powet to
adopt the method of assessing on the un-
improved value when municipalities or
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roadls boards hnd adopted that prineip!
He moved—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. ANGWIN: [f this question hi
been coosidered 10 months ago the
might have been reason for 1he Minist
to ¢laim that uoless n provise were I
serted a second valuation might he nece
sary as many of the municipalities 4
nat value on the unimproved values sy
tem. Sinee then, however, under il
Land Tax Assessment Aef valuers a
pointed by (he depariment had got
through the metropolifan area fixing ti
unimproved values of the land in the Sta
for the express purpose of tasatio
While many voads boards adopled i
unimproved values the municipalilies ha
not obtained that power yet. There w:
nothing now to stop the Minister froi
adopting that prineiple right through, ¢
the values of all the lands in the Stal
had been obirined hy the Covernmer
valuers, and it would be very vasy to ral
the metropolitan area on the unimprove
valie, There was 1o reason why w
should allow another place to tie th
hands of the Minister in this matte
‘The amendment prohibited the Ministe
F'eomn raling on the unimyproved valw
sy, in Perth and Fremaunile. This wa
undesirable, and it was to he lioped men
hers would not agree to the amendment.

Mr. BATH: We wounld be doing wron
to aceept the nmendment, for the objec
of the clause was to secuve, if possible
the rating on a thoroughly equitabl
hasis. As the previous speaker ha
pointed ont, values had heen made i
conneetivn with the land lax, therefore
the Minister would be independent, as t
his valuations, of a local anthority. Th
Minister controlled the scheme independ
ently of the loecal authorities, therefor
there was no need for this deference &
the method adopted by them. There wa
no neeessity for the amendment.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Th
question as Lo the method of valnation
involved a very big principle which Par
liament had unot yet decided upon, Thi
prineiple should not be dealt with in
measure of this deseription. which wa
only a machinery Bill, hut should h
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threshed out in the Municipalities or
Roads Board Aets. Lf the system were
altered at present there would be a ire-
mendous loss to the revenue to be derived
from properties in Perth. He did not
for one moment propose that the depart-
ment should take the ivitiative in exer-
cising power as to the method of valua-
tion in conpection with the administra-
tion of the scheme. Certainly there was
nothing to prevent the department from
adopting any system. Tf the local an-
thorities adopted the aunimproved values
as the correel system then the Govern-
ment eonld follow suit, but until it was
actually adopled by the local bodie= they
wonld not value by that method. Im-
mense diffienlties would be created if the
alteration were made,

Mr. TAYLOR was surprised at the
statement of the Minister. The Bill gave
power to the Minister to rate on the unim-
proved value, and it musy have heen the
tntention of the Government to rate on the
unimproved value irrespective of ihe rat-
ing powers of the local governing bodies.

The Honorary Minister: The Bill gives
prwer to rale on the annual valune.

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes; and on the umm-
proved value. The Government wonld be
in the position only to rate on the un-
improved value in a roads board area, aud
in those localities where the local anthori-
ties taxed on the unimproved value.

The Minister for Works: That is what
the amendment asks.

Mr. TAYLOR
tiem was taken to.

The Minister for Works: That is what |
smd before.

Mr. TAYLOR: The lauguage of the
elause was clear, giving the Minister power
to tax on the nnimproved valne irrespec-
tive of the taxation adepted by the loeal
governing hodies. The lncal aufthorities
had two forms of taxation, and if we
passed the Legislative Council’s amend-
ment the Minister wonld only have power
te tax on the unimproved values where
the sysiem was adopted by the local go-
verning bodiex. When the Bill was drawn
it was found pecessarv in the metropolitan
area, and in areas eontrolled by mubici-
palities to give the Minister power to tax

That was what objoe-
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on the nnimproved value, and it was plain
that it was uppermost in the minds of the
department although it might not have
heen the desire of the Minister.

The Minister for Works: There would
be much less revenue under the amend-
ment.

Mr. TAYLOK: 1f there were wider
areas of taxation then it would increase
the revenue. It was to be hoped the Com-
mttee would not accept the amendment.

Mr. OSBORXN: There was no need for
the amendment. The Government of the
day should have all reasonable power
placed in their hands. The clause gave
them all the power necessary, but the pro-
viso from another place was intended to
debar the Minister from exercising a right
which he should bave, The Government
would do what was just and right to the
community at large; therefore, he would
not tie the hands of the Government by
inserting this amendment.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Per-
sonally he would not have objected if the
clause went further than it did. Ino his
opinion the rating generally shonld be on
the same basis thronghout, or there mighl
be a tendeney to differentiation in the
various localities.  Were it praeticable to
give perfeet equity in rating we should
adopt the same practice throughout a loca-
lity. He agreed that the nnimproved tax
was the most equnilable, but he did not be-
lieve in inserting a provision in the Bill
that would allow the applieation of any
different principle of rating in a distriet
from that already prevailing and was in
force by the local authorities. The pro-
vision had been inserted in the Bill because
for years past municipal conferences had
passed resolutions in favour of this system
of rating. He had always believed that
municipalities should have the vpportunity
of raling on the unimproved value, bui
as a matter of practice, for expediency,
we should have to follow the svstem pre-
vailing in the different disiriets. The
Minister wounld find if he wished to deal
equitably  lie woald have to adopt this
principle.

Mr. Swan: Then let the Ministor adopt
the mnimmproved system throughont,
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The HONORARY MINISTER: What
did that mean? We were to torce the
Minister to go to untold expense because
the rating at the present time was on the
other principle. It was advisable we should
follow ihe rating of the loeal anthorities.
There was very little roads board area
within the scope of this Bill, and very little
rating would he done in a roads hoard
aren, and that very exception proved the
rute. The bulk of the rating would be
under munigipal eontrol and the Minis-
ter, in municipal areas. wounld have to
deal with the vating uvnder the same
methods as the munieipality dealt with it.

Mr, JOHNSON: The Bill as it lefi
ithe Assembly gave diseretion to the Mini-
ster to adopt whatever system was best
in his judgment; and as the Council’s
antendment limited this discretionaiy
power he opposed the amendment.

Question put and a division ealled for.

Mr. Johnson: I would like to know
whether the Speaker is voting. I raise
fhe point for the reason that the Speaker
3% now oceupying a Chair which was oc-
cupied the other night by a stranger.

The Chairman: There is no point of
order. Any lLion. member sitiing on either
side of the Chairman or Speaker must
have his vote reeorded in a division.

Mr. Walker: Behind the Speaker's
chair 18 technieally out of the House.

The Chairman: Any rwember on either
side of the (Chair must be vecorded wn

division,

Iivision resulted as follows: —
Aves .. . .. 20
Noes .. .. ..o 19

Majority for 1
AYES.

Mr. Brown Mr. Monger

Mr. Butcher Mr. N. J. Moore

Mr. Cowcher Mr. 8. F. Moore

Mr. Davles ! Mr. Nansoc

Mr. Draper . Mr. Plesse

Mr. Gordoo Mr. J, Price

Mr. Gregory Mr. Quinlan

Mr. Hardwick Mr. F. Wilson

Mr. Hayward Mr. Layman

Mr. Male (Teller).

Mr. Mitehell
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NOES.
Mr. Apgwin ~ Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Bath .~ Mr. Osborno
Mr Bolton . Mr. W. Price
Mr. Collier . Mr. Swan
Mr. GIIL Mr. Taylor
Mr. Horan Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hudson Mr. Walker
Mr. Jacaby I Mr. Ware
Mr. Johnsoen Mr. Heltmonn
Mr. Keenan (Teller).
Question thus passed; the Council’s

amendment agreed to.

No. 7.—Clause 98, line 1. After ihe
word “payable” insert “half-yearly”:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
amiendment provided for the payment of
rates half-yearly instead of yearly, He
had previously opposed this hecanse of
the labouar and cost that would he entailed.
Seeing that 1t was the desire of the Coun-
el and of many members of the Assembly
to have ihe rates paid half-yearly he now
offered no objection and moved—

That the amendment be agreed lo.

Mr. BATH: Tt wonld be foolish for
the Minister to accept the amendment he-
cause it would mean that anyone willing
to pay the vates in one instalment wonld
he prevented from doing so.

The MIXISTER FOR WORKS: There
wis nothing in the Bill to prevent a man
paying two half-yearly instalments in ad-
vanee in one sum; but the experience was
that only the half-yearly moiety would be
paid, ns was the case in municipalities.
There seemed Lo be nothing against a man
payving two years in advanee, and of
course he would et the advantage of the
discount provided for.

Mr, BROWN: The amendment was a
wise one, It was all very well for a multi-
millinnaire like the leader of the Qpposi-
tion to expect that the Minister wounld he
rushed with payments, but people would
net pay in advance for these serviees, any
more than they would pay in advance for
ezroceries. The tronble was the leader of
the Opposition and his party were pre-
pared to put every impost on the land,
and to bharass the unfortunate tenant out
of existence, TIn the Citv and suburhs
it now took peaple all their time to pay
their present imposts. He hoped the
Government would adhere to the amend-
ment. '
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Mr. TAYLOR: The amendment would
make it imperative for the Minister to
accept payments half-yearly. The Legis-
lative Couneil’s amendment was purely in
the interests of the property owners, and
the member for Perth in airing himself
at the expense of the Opposition only
showed his breadth of knowledge in re-
zard to the legitimacy of taxation. The
hon. member for Perth had not been
fanght anything as far as carrying on the
affaivs of the couniry was concerned. He
wax not yet ont of his swaddling politieal
clothex where taxathm proposals were
voneerned, and he {Mr. Taylor) would
not allow any member to acense him, or
the party to which he belonzed, of hav-
ing any desive to institute taxation other-
wise than in the intevests of the country.
Why should people who were unable to
bear a tax he ealled npon to pay further
taxation?  The hon. member with his
cheap sneers was  hecoming  unbearable
and he (My. Taylor) was prepared to
fight him if only the hon. member would
put forward lig views. The hon. member,
however, had no views; his was merely
hhind prejudice against a eertain section
of the people. He (Mr. Taylor) had been
informed that rhe hon. member had re-
veived his eacly tuition from the National
Women’s League but there was no inten-
tion on ais part to attack that league; all
that he desired (o do was lo discuss the
queslion of the payment of this tax by
vearly or half-yearly instalments. The
Minister shonld not be ready to aceept the
sugeestion of the Legislative Council. Be-
fore the Rill went to the other House
there was a hirning desire on the part of
the Minister 1o secure everything he
conld gei: the Commillee gave him the
powers hie asked for, and now because the
Legislative Couneil desired to eurtail
those powers the Minister was willing to
aceepd  thai eortailmenl. What was the
veason fur it; was it (he hot weather?
What had made the Minister so pliable?
The Bill had been dealt with on non-party
lines and now we found Lhe Minister ac-
quieseing 1w everything that had  been
sent down from another place. a place
ihal knew no polities except party poli-
tics, He (Mr. Taylor} would not accept
conditions that wonld embarrass the Min-
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ister; he bad too much respect for the
Minister to allow him to be bulldozed by
the Legislalive Council. He desired to
give the Minister every freedom in the
administration of this department.

Mr. BROWN: It was interesting iu-
deed to hear the ehampion from Mt. Marv-
waret arguing with regard to the question
of the payment of these rates. The Legis-
lative Council had taken a right view of
the situation and the members for Swan,
North ¥remantle. East Fremantle, and
Balkatta, would not face their electors,
and go into heroies as the memher for Mt.
Margaret had done and shout to their eon-
stituents that they had opposed a Bill to
relieve the people of the burden of taxa-
tion to the extent of allowing umounts fo
be paid in half-yearly instalments. The
Legislative Couneil had acted wisely and
well in relieving the small property owner
not only in the suburbs of Perth, but of
¥remantle, by making the bwden lighter,
knowing too the troubles {hat they had
laboured under for some time pasb
through ever increasing taxation.

Mr. ANGWIN: Il was lroe that the
half-vearly payments were the best. The
objection raised was that this nmendment
by the Legislative Council was a com-
pulsory one and the Minister would be
foreed to accept half-yearly payments. 1t
seemed that the Blinister was prepared to
take anything from the Legislative Coun-
¢il. The whole tendeney of the amend-
ments made by the Legislative Couneil
had heen in the direction of relieving
large land holders from a fair share of
taxation. Fhe burden of (he amendment
would fall uvn those who had to pay the
larger rates, and it was neeessary to malke
sume provision so that these half-yearly
pavinents should not be eompulsory; that
poini shonld he made clear. There were
many persons who could nut afford te
pay {heir rates in one instalmeni, though
it wonld he an advantage to the depart-
ment to wet the rate in one instalment.
The Hause. however, shonld agree to the
amendmeni becanse it was the only one
of al! which was worthy of conziderntion.

AMr. BATH: The member for Perth
wan like a political gramaphone and about
the only record that gramaphone econ-
tained was a diatribe against the
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Labour party. The objection he (Mr.
Bath) had to the amendinent of the Legis-
lative Council was that it would make it
inenmbent upon the Minister to take these
rates half-yearly, even though the tax-
payer desired to pay them yearly. The
merber for P’erth was very solicitous
about those who would find it difficalt to
pay their rates yearly, but only on the
previous day he acquiesced in the passage
of the T.and and Tncome Tax Bill which
provided for that tax being paid in one
instalment, and there was not one word
from himm on hehalf of those taxpayers
who might find it dillicult to meet their
labilities. Tt mighi be advisable to alter
the amendmeni of the Legislative Coun-
cil so as to make it optional whether the
rates were paid yearly or half-yearly.

(Sitting suspended from 6.17 to 7.30
p-m.)

Mr. BATIL: Un reading the clause
during he dinner adjournment he had
asceriained that if his amendment were
carried it would mean that the Minister
wight make a by-law providing that the
rates should be paid yearly. That would
defeal the desire prompting some mem-
bers that the rates should be paid either
half-yearly or wvearly. In the cirenm-
staneces, therefore, he would not press his
amendment. The proposal uf the other
place was absurd, for it provided that
rates should only be paid half-yearly.

Question passed: the Conmeil’s amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 8—Clause 146, Subc¢lanse (3), line
2: Strike out “before or”:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
elaunse related to the control of artesian
bores sunk either before or after the pas-
sing of Lhe measure. The amendment of
another place was to provide that the con-
trol should only apply to bores sunk after
the passing of the .Aet. [n other words,
anyone having bores now conld not he
deprived of the use of them. He
moved—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. ANGWIN: Suarely the Minister
did not want to give away the right io
control bores sank hefore the passing of
the Bill. The amendment should not he
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passed. 1€ the Minister thought a cer-
tain hore was deterimental to the health
of the community, or it became a nuis-
ance, he should have power to control it.
The amendment should not be agreed to.

Mr. BATH: If it were desirable that
the Minister should regulate and contrel
bores put down after the passing of the
Bill, ihere should be ne diserimination
made against others pot down prior to
the passing of the Bill. The amendment
was not justified and should be strack
aut,  Either that or the Minister should
strike out the elause altogether.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS :
Power was given lo preveni any bores
from being pui down in the foture ex-
cept with the consent of the Minister.
That power was given so that the artesian
sy lies inight not unduly interfere with
hures nsed hy the department.  There
were, however, bores in the melropolitan
area whieh had heen put down for some
vears and which eousequently had be-
eovme vested interests, and they should
nel he interfered with. The engineers
of the department had advised that the
existing hores were nul detrimental to
the Government supplies and need not he
interfered with. If in the future an ap-
plication were made to the department
to put down a hore. and it was thought
advisable thal permission should be al-
lnwed, the Gavernment would always be
able tu eonirol that hove, bul it was never
intended under the Bill to hamper hores
already in existence. His position was to
accepl amendments from anotber place
provided they were not detrimental.

Mr. Bath: To aceept them whether
detrimental or nnt.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
amendmenis sent down were such as we
conld aceept, and having that opinion he
proposed fa aceept them if the House
were with him in that idea. It would be
¢hildish to uppose amendments simply be-
canse thev were sent down from another
place, for the Legislative Council existed
for the purpose of suggesting amend-
menls which they might think wounld im-
prove 2 Rill. He proposed to accept the
amendwent. as he believed the striking
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vt of the words would not be detrimental
to the adminigtration of the department.

Mr. OSBORN: Several bores had been
1wy existenee in the metropolitan area for
many years. Unfortaoately some of
them had already been closed by the de-
partment to the detriment of the muni-
vipalilies owning them. There was no
reason why ‘the department should have
the power to compel persons who had pat
down bores at considerable expense to close
them up and {ake the water they required
for the purpose of jrrigation from the
scheme. There were two suel bores in
Guildford. They had been put down at
great cost for the purpose of irvigating
the lands theve, and it would be most un-
fair to the owmers if the Minister were
allowed to order them to be closed. It
was a different matter as to bores to he
put down in the future for those deing
the work would know they were taking
a chance of having them closed by the
Mipister at any time. He would support
the amendment because it would proteet
the interests of more than one commuunity
within the metropolitan ares. In many
cases the hores were being nsed for irri-
gation purposes and those using them
wonld have to forego their eultivation if
they were compelled to nse scheme water
mstead.

Mr. ANGWIN: The statement by the
Minisier for Works that he (Mr. An-
wwin} expeeted the Minister to rejeet an
amendment simply beeause it came from
.onother place was absuord. But after
hon. members had heard the Minister de-
vlare that it was necessary that the
scheme should he a financial snecess and,
conseqnently, that the Minister shonld
have full controi—after having heard
this. and then finding the Minister sub-
witting to amendments brought forward
by the Legislative Couneil, although sneh
amendmenis had a tendeney to make the
scheme unfinancial and to take awav the
eontrol of the Minister. what were hon,
members to think? The amendment
under eonsideration wonld certainly take
away the control of the Minisier. 1In
respeel to several of the amendments
suggested by the Conneil, he (Mr. Ang-
win) had voted in favour of the Mimster
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when the unamended clauses were being
put through previous to being sent to
another place. Consequently, in oppos-
ing these amendments he was acting con-
sistently with his former attitude. '

Mr, BUTCHER: It was diffieult o
¢onceive how an hon. member with any
degree of tairness, could refuse to accept
the amendment. Such hon. members
could bhave no iden of the injustice they
would be ivflicling on the eommunity by
allowing the Minister to econtrol and shut
down af his sweet will privale bores in
the Guildford districi. These bores had
heen sunk at great cost at a time when
no other water was available in the dis-
triet. and to prohibit the use of these bores
now and compe! the owners of the bores
o use seheme water wonld be an aef of
grave injustice,  Burely hon. members
opposing this amendment did not ander-
stand the position. The Minister should,
not he given control of these old-estab-
lished bores which ftor so lony had been
relied upon by those who had sunk them.

Mr. BROWN: If only heeaunse of the
treatment the members of the park board
had received from the Government, he’
would supporl the amendment. Yeors
ago when Mr. Johnson was Minister for’
Works and votes to varions publie insti-
tutions were being cut down, the park
hoard were told hy the then Minister for
Works thap if they did not hand over
their own water seheme to him be would
further reduce the subsidy. This elanse
would give the Minister for Works power
to elose the bores at the Association
Crieket Gronnd, and at the Perth Race-
course, and compel the trustees of those
srounds to take the scheme water at any
price he might like to fix. At no time
had Perth been worse off for water than
at present, and i view of this nothing
should be permitfed to ecnrtail the pri-
vate supplies.

Mr. BATH: The arguments advanced
as to what the Minister might or might
not do under the clavse could he nsed
amainst the whole of the Bill. None io
opposition contended for a momen! that
this provision in the Bill would he util-
ised by the Minister for the purpose of
clnsing down the bores.
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Mr. Brown: T would not trust him.

Mr. BATH: The hon. member, it
seamed, frusted nchody, aund probably
that acconnted for the comprehensive
way in which that sentiment was recipro-
eated towards him. Tt was absurd for
the Minister to declare that hon. members
expected him to disagree with the amend-
ments merely because they had come
from another place. Hon. members ex-
pected nothing of the kind. But when
first the Bill had eome hefore the As-
semhly the Minister had objected to
amendments advaneced hy hon. members,
and had declared that all the powers he
was taking were necessary. The Minis-
ter had strennously upposed amendments.

The Minister for Works: Nob this
one,

Mr. BATH : Perhaps not, hui certainly
the Minister had objected to others. Naw,
however. that the €Council had made
amendments ealeulated (o curtail the
powers of the Minister, the Minister il-
logically desired to accept those amend-
ments, As lo saying that the Minister
could nat be ivasted with such power he
controlling these hores, if the Minister
enuld not he frusted wtih sneh power he
eould nol he trusted to administer other
more important portions of the Bill

Mr. George: He may nol always be
there. You might have another man.

Mr. BATH: That argument also would

" apply to other powers ziven to the Min-
ister nnder the Bill.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Sure-
ly the leader of the Opposition would re-
cognise that a person who put down an
artesian bore before an adequate water
supply obiained in that particular dis-
trict  deserved consideration different
from that which should be applied to a
person sinking a considerable amount of
capifal in providing a bore where an ade-
quate water supply already obtained. He
{the Honorary Minister) quite agreed
with the amendment sent down from an-
other plaee.

Mr. GEORGE: Bores were sunk when
there were no water supplies, and it
would he unfair for ihe Minister to shut
them ap when they were being used for
gardens and orchards. Tt wounld throw
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a numwber of people out of work. It
would he as unfair as it would be if the
Minister compelled persuns to elose down
their wells or to pull down their rain-
water tanks. It would he an unwar-
ranted interference with the rights of in-
dividuals and wilth the rights of pro-
perty. We might as well bring iz a Bill
to confiscate the rights of property ow-
ners. It should not be within onr pro-
vinee to make laws to erush the rights of
individuals.

Mr. ANGWIN . There was nothing in
the elause giving the power o the Min-
ister to close bores. The clanse simply
cave the Minister power lo control the
bores.  1f the amendmeni were carried
that power would he eanfined to the fu-
ture, hut greater power shonld he given
fv the Minister. The Minister should e
able to control the hores in existence.
Therefore, we should oppose the Coun-
eil’'s amendment. )

Question passed: the Couneil’s amend-
meni agreed to.

No. 9—Clause 162, Subelanse (1), line
3: Strike out “six” and insert ¥twelve™:

The MINISTER ¥OR WORKS: This
¢lause limited the time in which action
could be taken against the Minisier and
his officers. The Couneil proposed to ex-
tend the perind from six months to twelve
months. Tt was a reasonahle period. He
mnved —

That! the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. ANGWIN: In a small area we
shonld not allow twelve months for action
to be taken after an act was committed.
Witnesses who conld zive valuable evi-
dence for the Crown might have left the
State in that period. Surely six month:
was sufficient time? OFf course the Gov
ernment had heen trving te get this Bil
threngh for seme years, but unfortunatel
the amendments suggested by the Counei
were detrimental to the hest working ol
the seheme,

The CHAIRMAN: The hon, membe
must disenss this amendment.

Mr. ANGWIN: This was above al
other amendments the most dangerons. T
wounld he unfair to an officer of the de
partment to have a thing hanging ove
his head for twelve months.
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Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 34
Noes 7
Majority for 27
AYES.
Mr, Bath . Mr. Laymau
Mr. Butcher | Mr. Maic
Mr. Caraon Mr. McDowall
Mr. Coweher Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Davies Mr. M. . Moore
Mr. Draper ! Mr, Nansoh
Mr. George Mr. Osborn
Mr. Gl Mr. Plesse
Mr. Gordou 1 Mr. J. Price
Mr. Gregory Mr. W. Price
‘Mr. Hayward Mr. Swan
Mr. Heitmaun Mr. Troy
Mr. Holman Mr. Walker
Mr. Horan Mr. Ware
Mr. Hudson Mr. F. Wilsan
Mr. Jacoby Mr. Uuderwood
Mr. Johoson (Taller).
Mr. Keenan
NoER.
Mr. Angwlin 1 Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Collter . Mr. Taylor
+ Mr. Hardwick 1 Mr. Brown
Mr. Monger { (Teller).
Question thus passed: Lhe Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.
Resolutions  reported, 1he report

adopted, and a message
turned to the Couneil.

acecordingly re-

BTANDING ORDERS AMENDMENT
—LAPSED BILLS.

Mr. SPEAKER presented the veport
of the Standing Orders Committee deal-
ing with Message No.  from the Legis-
lative Counecil with reference to Rilis
whieh had Tapsed.

Report received and read, and ordeved
to be considered at the next sitting.

RILT--AGRICULTURAL BANK ACT
AMENDMENT.
Council’s Amendment.
Aniendment made by the Couneil now
‘eonsidered.

In Committce.
Mr. Daglish in the Chair; the Minister
{ar Lands in charge of Lhe Bill.

2%

Clause +: Strike out the proviso at
the end of paragraph (4.) and insert the
tollowing :—“ Provided that subject to re-
gulations made under this Aet such ma-
chinery shall be deemed Lo have been
inanufactured in Western Australia, nol-
withstauding that eertain paits thereof
were imported. Provided also that ew-
ployees engaged in the manufacture of
sueh machinery are paid the ruling rate
of wages'

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
amendnrent sugwrested by the Legislative
Couneil was merely an alteration of the

words “prescribed  wages” to “ruling
rate.” The alteration did nol nmke any

material difference to the Bill. “Ruling
rate” wonld mean with him (the Minister)
the wapes preseribed by the Arvhitration
Court. He ivok it also thal the ruliny
rate meani the wages preserbed by that
anurl.

Mr. Collier: Why was the amendinent
made?

“The MINISTER 1MOR LANDS: The
lion, member would have to ask someonc
else that question, At auy rate, the altera-
lion was not a mwaterial one, Il was his
desire that lhe men conbected with ihis
industry should be paid the minimum rate
which was preseribed Ly the Avbitration
Jourt, 1t might he arpued that the wages
miglt be prescribed by the Minister or
the trustees ot the bank. If it rested
with him he would see thxl the men re-
ceived the ruling rabe of wages. He
moved—

That the amendment be agreed 1o,

Mr. BATH: .\dopting bis uswal atti-
tude the Minizter for Lands would have
the Committee agree to this alteration oa
the ground that there was no harm in il,
and that the proposal was exaetly the
same as that whichk had heen submittecd
in the Bill when it was before the Legis-
lative Assemblv. [f it meant the samn
thing why did another place insert the al-
teration? The cvontention was absurd.
The propusal contained in e amendment
meant something entirely ditferent from
the provision which the Lesislative As-
sembly passed, and it nullified what was
the intention of the Committee when it
sent the Bill along to the Gpper House,
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with the proviso stating that the pre-
seribed rate of wages should be paid.
What was the ruling rate? It would be
the rate paid by the manufacturer for
the time being. It might be any sweating
rate. It was to avoid any oceasion aris-
ing by which the Agrieultural Bank would
be wsed practically to subsidise local
warulacturers, and enable them to sweat
their employees as they pleased, that this
provision was inserted in the Bill as sent

from the Legislalive Assembly. If the
Minister aceepied the amendment he
wonld defeat the point, The Minister

rlated his interpretation of the proviso as
sent from the Legislative Council was that
it should be the rate of wages as laid down
by the Arhitration Court; but as he {Mcr.
Bath) had pointed out, in a matier of this
kind, if that were the interpretation the
Minister infended to place on it, it would
eompel all employees, no matter how few
they might be, to go through all the for-
toula «nd preliminaries necessary to plac-

ing a case before the  Arbitration
Court in order to seeure an inter-
pretation of this simple matter. Tt
was  not necessary in  the ease of

Governmen! contraets for those desirous
of protecling themselves to go to the Ar-
bitralion Court in order to seenre pro-
teetion from any form of sweating., If
the provision whieh was usually inserted
in contracts were clear he thought hon.
members should rely on it as a means of
doing justice to the employees.  There
wonld be no other course necessary than
to transter that eclause and have it in-
serted in thiz Bill. As o matter of Fact
it had been found thal ihe provision in
contracts whieh was supposed 1o protect
employees had heen evaded time and
time again. and i(he Minister had con-
fessed more than once his inability to en-
foree the provision. That being so, it was
deemed necessary to have somelhing more
specific, and o0 it was laid down that we
shonld have a prescribed rate of wages.
That wight he an award of the Arbitra-
tion Court, it might be on industrial
agreement arrived at without reference to
the eonrt. or it might be the rate of wages
fixed up hy an interview, which might be
earried oul in an hour between the re-
preseniatives of the manufactarers and
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the representatives of the employees and
which the Minister could embody in the
schedule preseribing the rate of wages.
That was all that was asked. He would
wut like fo see the Minister econfing him-
self to an award of the Arbitration
Court, or to a registered industrial agree-
ment, for that would mean that employees
would be foreed to go thromgh all the
procednre necessary to oblain an award.
M we asked was that before the House
was asked 1o utilise the Agrienltural Bank
as o means of euncouraging loeal manu-
faetories we should ensure that that as-
sistanee should also extend to those em-
ploved by (be manufacturers. It was to be
hoped the Commitiee would not endorse
the proposal of the Minister to aceept an
amendment which made a very materinl
alteration in the provision sent from this
House.

Mr. JOIUNSON: The amendment was
absolutely nseless. The ruling rate was
the rate that would be paid by the mann-
faeturer.

The Minister for Lands: Fixed by the
Arbitration Court, surely.

Mr. JOHNSON: The Minister asked us
to snhridise a manufaecturer of machinery
but paid no attentien to the needs of the
workers. If the employees «esired to get
fair wages (hey would be foreed to create
a dispule before they would have power
to go before the Arbitration Court. That
was a distinetly unfair proposition. His
idea in bringing the original proposal for-
ward was that manufaeturers should be
able to meet lhe enrployees and arrive at
a settlement, and that Lhe Minister would
then preserihe that agreement in the re-
gulations in connection with the sobsidis-
ing of the works. The amendment would
merely ¢ompel the men {o go to the Ar-
bitration Court; it was to be hoped that
the Minister would not agree to ihe
amendinent.

Mr. GORDON: 1L was quite imumaterial
whether the amendment were inserted or
not, provided that the idea was that the
workers should get a fair wagze. Under
the clanse as originally passed it would
be left to the Agrieultural Bank to say
if the wage was a fair one. That did not
hind the employer to pay such a wage.
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Mr, Johmson: Then he would not get
the subsidy.

Mr. GORDON: The Agricaltura! Bank
woald be still in the pesition to say “You
are not paying a fair rate of wage and
we shall not subsidise. the work you are
doing.

Mr. Taylor: That will not be so if you
carry the amendment.

Mr. GORDON: The whale thing rested
with the Bank as 10 whether they were
satisfied that the employer was paying a
fair rate of wages or not. 1f the rate of
wages were not a fair one the Bank eould
still refuse to subsidise the uwrannfae-
turer. Tt was just the same in the origi-
nal clanse and whelher that clause, or the
clause ns amended, were agreed to, the
result wonld be the same.

Mr. TAYLOR: If the Legislative Coun-
¢il who sent the amendmenl here kmew
what Lhe interpretations placed on it by
the member for Canning was, they would
vertainly nol be pleased with themselves.
They wonld say “How dare the memher
for Canning interpret our wisdom in such
a manner.” The proof of that was in the
language of the amendment, which showed
they desired that the manufacturer should
pay the ruling rate of wages, even if that
ruling rate of pay was a starvation rate.
The ruling rate was the rate envrent i
the loeality at the timme. The amendment
meant that if the men were dissatisfied
they musk c¢reate a dispnte before avail-
g themselves of the Arbitration Court.
The work of that Court had heen much
complicated of late through the decisions
of the High Court and it was not so easy
for the employees to reach that Court
now as it used to he. There must be a
pretty stiff grievance now before the men
eould present a case to the Arhitration
Court. It was absurd for Parliament to
allow the people’s funds to he given to
any emplover unless they were satisfied
that the rate of wages to be paid was
satisfactory,

Mr. George:
the contraet?

Mr. TAYLOR: There was a clanse in
Government contraets dealing with the
guestion, but from his experience he knew
that the eclause referring to the rate of

Ts there not a clause in
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wages was not always adhered w. When
controlling a department that let coniracts
bhe found that the employer on every oe-
casion would attempt to ignore the clanse.
Then again, the Perth Hospital Beard, of
which he was a member, recently let a
contract and found they were being
beaten by the successful tenderer. The
board had not only their own knowledge
to gunide them, but the expert knowledge
of the Public Works Department, and
yvet the contractors hoodwinked them.
Once a man had an experience of that
kind he realised how necessary it was to
put legislation on the statute books that
could oot be overridden. The contractors
would break through any barrier unless
members were very eareful. He would
not sanction an amendment giving an op-
portunity for the employer to foree lis
workmen into the Arbitration Court. As
tn that Counrt, he mwight say he was not
wholly wedded to it as he was eight or
nine years ago, Cor he found now it was
impossible for the Arbitrakion Court o
be administered properly when those in
power were unsympathetic towards the
worker. That unsympathetic hand was
present wow. He could deteet in the
amendment what was i the minds of
those passing it. Anyone mixed up with
a labour movement could readily under-
stand what was the intention of those who
framed the amendment. The Couneil
were there for the purpose—that was
what that braneh of the legistature ex-
isted for—of sending down amundments
of this character and to get this House to
accept them if they would. Members of
another place recognised that when they
had a spineless Minister in charge of a
Bill they could send down amendments
which the Government would adopt with-
out mnrmur, they counted heads and
knew that it was safe to send such amend-
ments along. Tt would be unfair tor the
Govermnent to subsidise the employers
with the people’s money unless they took .
steps to see that the employees received a
fair rate of wages. The employees should
not be placed on the same footing as the
employees of men who did not receive
subsidies from the Government, yet that
was what was being done by the amend-
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went. Lt was foreing the men into a posi-
tton where they had to use their indus-
irial organisation, the Arbifration Court.
and other means in order to get the rul-
ing rate of wages. The amendiment really
meant that the employees engaged in lhe
manufacture of this machinery would he
placed on the same footing as other em-
players in that they would have to avail
themselves af the Arbiteation Counrt fo get
the mling vate of wage. The Govermment
shonld <ee that the preseribed rale of
wilre was wiven,

Mr. George: Who is 1o preseribe the
rafe of wage$

Mr. TAYLOW: The Minister and the
employees. The Minister would fix the
rate of wazes hefore the people’s money
was handed over to the manufacturers.
He (Mr. Taylor} liad been dealing with
this *“‘ruling rate of wage” for nearly 30
years., 11 was probably thonght that the
hitter expenience e had had of emplovers
had prejudieced him in matters of this
kind. He was ouly sorry that some other
hon. members had wol had a {aste of the
fire that* had singed bim. If it had been
so they would think twice before aecepi-
ing an amendmeni of this nature,

Mr. GEORGE: Having been through
the fire prubably hefore even the member
for Maunt Margurel, and having worked
for =wenfirg wages he knew something
ahont thiz matter. The difticulty might
very well be met by wxdding to the provise
words which woold secure that the wages
paid [0 the hlacksmiths employed on this
agricultural machinery would be not less
than the wages paid to the blacksmwiths in
the Midland Junetion workshops; nnd so
oo with the wood workers employved on
this machinery. thal their waves would be
at leas{ equal Lo wages paid to the wood
workers at Midland Junetion.

Mr. Horan: Thal is ahsurd on the face
of it,

Mr. GEORGE: Possibly it was absurd.
but ai the very least his attempt to find
a solution of the diffienlty was an honest
one. Personally he preferred “ruling rate
of wage” to “prescribed wage,” but if it
wonld satisfy the hon. member he would
be quite prepared to add to the provision
words which woold secure the effect he

[ASSEMBLY.]

had already referred to. As for the word
“preseribed,” who was going to prescribe:
the rale of wage? It bad been said that
the Minister and the employees would fix
i up.  Where wonld the employers eome
in. Weould they be given any say in the
matter at all?

Mr. HUDSON : The member for Mount
Margarer had suggested that the canse
of the trooble lay in the attitnde
of the Lewislative Couneil, No doubt that
hody came in for a good deal of eriticism,
and deservedly so, bul on this oceasion
the eritieism should have been thrown in
the teeth of Ministers of the Crown; be-
couse in the history of this alteration
Ministers of the Crown had been gmiity
of a breach of faith as far as the Assem-
bly was concerned in their dealings with
the Bili in the Couneil. When the Bill
was first in the Assembly an amendment -
had heen agreed to at the instigntion of
the member for Guildford. and accepled
by the Minister for Lands. That amend-
menl had provided for the payment of
“preseribed wages” The aeceptance of
the amendmeni. had been taken as an as-
surance that the Government were pre-
pared 1o aceept the term “prescribed
wages.”  [n the Legislative Council i
liad been pointed out that the clause, as
it then stood, mighi operate with regard
to ringharking and other matters upon
which the Agrieultural Bank were autho-
rised to lend money, and the provision had
therenpon heen confined to the manufae-
tnre of  agrienltural  machivery. The
Minister in charge of the measure had
agreed to the words “preseribed wages”
heing inserted in the Bill before it left
the Assembly. bul his colleague in the
Council, withoul any request from the
Counecil, had had the temerity to amend
the provision imposed by moving to in-
sert the words “ruling rate of wage.” In
these cireumstanees the Mipister for
Tands in eharee of the Bill shonld give
the House an explanation of what, ap-
parently on the faee of if. was a distinet
breach of faith.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
amendment proposed simply made the °

situation clearer. It had been said by the °
member for Guildford that he (the Mini- "~
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sier for Lands) should be a sort of arbi-
tralor to dectde between the men and the
employers as to the wages. Another sug-
westion had been that he shonld eonfer
with. the men as to the wages. He did
not know what his position wounld be if
he had to travel round the eouniry dis-
cussing these questions at every workshop
threughout the State, It would be an im-
possible position Lo lake up. He was per-
fectly willing to safeguard the interests

of the men employed in the manufacture =

of the machinery. The proposed advanee
had been referred {o as a subsidy; it would
be woothing of the kind. It would he
simply an advanee made for the purchase
of agricultural machinery, and the bank
would see to it that the purchase was
made al the lowest possible price. The
machinery made for the Agrienltural Bank
with money advanced under the Bill wounld
be sold to the farmer more cheaply than
the farmer could buy it now. The idea
that it was to be a subsidy to the manu-
foeturers was wrong, His anxiely was
that the men should be paid a fair rate
of wage. He understood there were
awards in conpeelion with the {imber
workers, the wood workers, and the jron
workers and moulders, all the trades re-
presented in the manufacture of agri-
cultural machinery. That information
ciune from a member of the Opposition.

Mr. Jolmson: Theu the hon.
was misinformed.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It
was understood there were awards, and
they would set up the ruling rate of wages
in the industry. In aeeepting the amend-
menl and providing ihat the ruling wage
should be paid we would do all that was
necessary.  [b was iontended the manu-
facturers should bhe registered, and when
a mannfaciurer applied fo be registered
the trustees of the Bank would require
fram him the rate of wages he was pay-
ing. The power given in the amendment
was ruite sufficient to enable the Mini-
ster and the bank to see that fair wages
were paid it the induwstry. The amend-
ment seemed to make the matter clearer
than the proposal originally put in the
Bill at the instance of the member for
Quildford.

member
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Mr. SWAN: The majority of members
of the Legislative Council were those
whose interests were directly opposed to
the interests of the workers, and the
Council was to he complimented on fram-
ing an amendment that made it more pos-
sible to exploit the workers. It was true
the Minister asked him whether there
were any awards dealing with the iron and
wood trades, and he had {old the Minister
there were, but now he anderstood those
awards had expired.

The Minister for Lauds: But the wage
set up ts still the ruling wage.

Mr. SWAN: But that was not worth
anything to the workers who would be
eventnally employed in this industry.
There was no one empleyed in the Mid-
land Junetion workshops whose wages
would be taken as an indication of what
would be u {air rate for those employed
in the manufacture of agricultural im-
plements, There were private firms who
did not pay the ruling rate in regard to
moulders. He had asked the Minister
for Works to proteet the workers from
the sweating tactics adopted by some pri-
vale employers, bul the Minister for
Works, heing a straighl-out supporter of
private enterprise, had no sympathy in
that direction. Private firms were paying
from 10s. a day downwards for moulding
work. One firm earrying ont Government
contraets 1n connection with the sewerage
works paid no higher than 10s. a day
tor work which was legitimate monlding
work. They paid from 10s. down to Bs.
and 7s. a day. Tf we passed this amend-
ment a firm would spring up that would
nnderiake the manufacinre of agricultural
implements, ad look io the Agwvieultural
Bank for assistance. and set np a wage
to suit the industry. That would make
the ruling rate for the industry. If Me-
Kay Bros. started here there would be
no men employved in their factory whe
would come under the heading of any
legitimate trade now in existence in the
State. The whole process of manufacture
was so specialised that no man employed
by ibis firm would be considered a trades-
man. He would not come under any
heading of any legitimate trade now in
existence, He wounld be simply a worker
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n the agricultural machinery industry.
The ouicome of a special arbitration case
was that the rate of wage for any trade
could not be applied to the manufaecture
of agricullural machinery. No man en-
gaged in the manufacture could bhe con-
sidered av engineer, a ifurmer, a black-
smith or anything else. When the Mini-
ster had spoken to him on the question
he had not given the matter any greal
consideration. He believed the Minister
was anxious lo give fair treatment to the
men. If we adopted the amendment we
would never be able to control the indus-
try. The only way it could be done would
be by creating a dispute and approaching
the Arhitration Court for an award. This
work would be so specialised that it eounld
not be considered as coming under re-
coguised trade headings. No fault could
be found with the Upper House for doing
this. It was what the members of Lhat
House were returved for; they were not
returned to protect the interests of the
worker, but it was o protect the interests
of the worker that he (Mr. Swan) was
senl to Parliament, and he would raise his
voice againsi the proposal made by the
Legislative Council. Tf the amendment
were adopted we would be placing the
manwfacturers in the position of exploit-
ing the workers in that partienlar indns-

try.

Mr. W, PRICE: The previous speaker
had appealed to the Minister to give the
workers fair consideration. What was
the good of appealing to the Minister,
when we found that he could be gmilty
of a breach of faith to the Legislative
Assembly through his eolleazme moving
in another place to defeat the aims and
objects of tbe Legislative Assembly. It
was to be regretted that the Minister for
Lands ecould not give the Honse an as-
surance that he was not responsible for
bringing about the nullifieation of the
ohject of the Legislative JAssembly. We
should have had some assurance from the
Minister, and in his absence he (M.
Price) was at a loss to know how far
he could go in aeccepting an assurance
at any time from the Minister for Lands.
When the proposal was put forward by
the Legislative Assembly to provide for
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a preseribed rate, if that did not meet
with the approval of the Minister it
would have heen more honourable if he
had toid the House so. Members in an-
other plaee had provided for a ruling
rate. He {Mr. Price) had before him a
document showing that in a certain Gov-
ernment coniract, where the ruling rate
was supposed to be paid, that vate was
as much as 4s, helow the ruling rate ob-
Lnining in the industry affected. He re-
farred to moulders, and while the ruling
rate was 1ls. a day, on the Government
eontraet in quesiion the men were being
paid from 7s. fo 10s. If it was found
that the ruling rate eonld be so fiagrantly
ignored in such a case, what guarantee
could we have that the ruling rate would
vhtain in eonneetion with the manufac-
ture of agricnltural machinery? He
had yet 1o discover any basis upon which
the ruling rale in counection with that
industry could be fixed. The fact was
that at the present time there was prac-
tieally ro manufacture of agricultural
implements in the State, and what had
been dope had been carried on by small
employers in a small way. There was
nat in the State a ruling rate of wage
woverning lhe employees who were eu-
wazed in the manufaciure of these im-
plements. [t would be an easy matter,
however, to hring this aboni. He would
instance the works which were carried
out in eonnection with the water and sew-
evage schemne. There was a preseribed
rate of wages there which operated with
every class of employee who was engaged,
and that preseribed rate had been fixed
hy the Minister. The same thing conld
well be done in connection with the manu
facture of agrienltural implements. It
it were found that the employees were
not reeeiving what was considered to be
a fair rate, instead of appealing to the
Arbitration Court, or bringing about an
industrial dispate, what had been done
in connection with the water and sewer-
age works could be followed. The Min-
ister would do what he considered right
and just, and fix that which would be
recognised as a preseribed rate.  He
{Mr. Price) had more faith in decisions
of Ministers of the Crown, after hearing
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hoth sides, and he regretied to sav this,
than in decisions of any arbitration te-
bunal existing in the Commonwealth.
Unfortunately for the workers, it had
been proved that they conld mot rely
upon arbitration courts of the Common-
wealth; therefore, this simple and effec-
tive method of protecling the interests
of the employees should he taken. With
regard to the failure of the Arbitration
Court, it was only pecessary to refer to
the award given in conmection with the
timber workers’ dispnte. Not a person,
outside a few speculators and money
grabbers, was satisfied with the award
given in that case, and in the eirecum-
stances was it any wonder that the work-
ers hesitated about approacbing the
court. Members should refuse to aecepi
the amendment put in at the dictates of
the Ministry. They should not allow a
representative of the Ministry in another
place to flout the wishes of this House.

[Afr. Taylor took the Chair.]

. Mr. WALKER moved an amendment
on the amendment—
That in line 10 the word ““ruling” be
struck out and “prescribed” imgerted in
- Ken.

This would make the second proviso
read—"Provided also that employees en-
gaged in the manufacture of snech ma-
chinery are paid the preseribed rate of
wages.,” One was bound to admit that
in redratting the clause from what it was
before leaving this House an important
step had been made by the ULegislative
Conneil in this respect. Under the elanse
as senl to that Chamber the preseribed
rate of wages conld be made to apply not
only to the manufacture of machinery
but also to ringbarking. fencing, cleariag,
eteetern: so to make it elear that this
proviso related only to the manufacture
of machinery the clause was redrafted in
the other Chamber, and was now as sub-
mitted by the amendinent. Tn so far as
that was done there was an improvement,
but in that redrafting the essential ele-
‘tnent of this debate was also altered, and
the Couneitl had snbstituted for “the pre-
scribed rafe of wages” the words “the
ruling rate of wages.” The Minister
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must be convinced from the debate that
the ruling rate of wages was the most in-
definite phrase that could possibly be
used. I1 meant nothing. Whether the
ruling rate were just or right, or equiva-
lent fo the work done or not, that did not
matter, for it was still the ruling rate,
and the words meant “pay what is being
paid,” and mo more. It conveyed no
meaning. We bhad an assurance from
the Minister that he wanted a fair rate
of wages to be paid, there was an assur-
ance by certain spokesmen of the other
(C‘hamber that thev desired to have in
payment for this manufaetured article
a fair rate of wages. Tf that be so what
objection could there he to the word
“preseribed” anstead of “ruling.” He
understood there was a diffienlty as to
what the Minister had to do in order
that there might be a preseribed rate.
There need be no trouble. If the rate
were decided by the Arbitration Court
the Minister had ‘his preseription ready.
Tt there were a necessity for eomparison
hetween the rates ruling and the rates
paid elsewhere. then, in order to be just
to onr citizens, the Minister might have
to make some inquiries and say that such
a rate was to be the standard rate for
such work done under the conditions ex-
isting in Western Australia in compari-
son with the same work done elsewhere.
That was snpposing it was a new kind
of work. An agreement between the
employer and employee, all the cireum-
stances being known, would also be a
cuide to the Minister., There was no
diffienlty in the Minister coming to a de-
finite conelusion and preseribing the rate
that shonld obtain. He felt confident
that if that were done there would be a
just preseription.  If “ruling” meanl
just, and “preseribed” meant just also,
why should not one word be nsed instead
of the other? The word “ruling” carried
with it a wholesale objection.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Government intended to see thst a fair
rate of wages was paid. Members knew
that under the Aet the Government would
be licensing mannfactuvers approved of
by the trustees. Where there was an
Arbitration Court award that must stand,
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but where there was none he undertook
to see that a fair rate of wages was paid.
ITe would undertake by regulation tu set
out what was to be considered a fair rate
ot wages—a ruling rate of wages in con-
nection with this industry, That should
satisfy members, for that was what they
wanted him to do. All they asked was
ihat such a ecourse should be followed un-
der the Bill. As was suggested by the
amendment, the clause would refer to a
ruling rate of wages, but members op-
posite desived the wovd “prescribed” to
be inserted. DMembers must serely ad-
it that the effect would be exactly the
same if the clause were left as it was
and his promise were earried out. The
position members desired would be ar-
rived at as effeetually as if the word
“preseribed” were substilned for *rul-
ing.” The Government were most anxi-
ons that fair conditions should apply to
the workers not ounly in this but also in
every industry. All memhers asked for
he eould and would do under the elause
as it stood.

Mr, JOHNSON: If the Minister were
likely to go on for ever he would be nuite
prepared fo accept the assurance. The
position was this: It there were an Arbi-
tration Court award the Minister would
have to preseribe nothing, for the award
would set out the conditions of empley-
ment in that parvtieular indusiry. Where
there was no award the Minisler said he
would be prepared to preseribe one. That
was all members wanted; hut the difficulty
was this: The Minister might be oul of
power inside fhe next 12 months, or some-
thiog might happen that would necessitate
his resignation hefore then, so lhat there
would he the position that the next Mini-
ster might say he did not give that pro-
mise and would not earry it ont, If the
Minister ecould guarantee that his sueces-
sor would carry out his promise wembers
would ask for nothing more, but of
course, that guarantee was impossible.
The amendment only embodied exactly
what the Minister now promised. The
Minister appeared to think members were
asking for something else which was hid-
den in the amendment, hut he eould hon-
estly assure him there was nothing but
what the Minister had promised to give.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Attorney General: The new Mini-
ster eould repeal the vegulation and reake
a tresh one.

Me. JOHNSON: Then we would have
the power in the House to discuss his ae-
tion. As an illustration, it might be men-
tioned that the Government had given a
congessinn tn a private firm manofaetur-
ing Monier pipes, stipulaling that the
ruling rate of wage should he paid. The
wages that should properly be paid for
this partteular industry were plasterers’
wages, which happened to he 11 shillings.
But the maoufacturers had claimed that
it was not ordinary plasterers’ work, that
it was of a special imature, and beeause of
that they had paid . special wage which
seemed to them fair; and immediately
they had preseribed that wage it became
the ruling rate of wage, because they were
the only manofacturers of these pipes in
the State. In going through those works
recently with the Minister for Works, he
had noticed a man mannfacturing the
pipes at a heneh, and on his asking the
Minister for Works what he thought the
wages of that man might be the Minister
had promptly replied “perhaps 12 shillings
a day.” Inquiries made revealed the faet
that the man was only getting 9 shillings
a day. This of course was due to the cir-
cumstance that the provision made had
heeome n dead letter, and the wages paid
was the ruling rate of wages instead of
the prescribed wages. By this the Com-
mittee would see that thére was all the
difference in the world between “pres-
cribed wages” and “ruling rate of wages."”
Hon. members were asking the Minister
for Lands to do what the Honorary Mini-
ster when Minister for Works had done
in respect to the sewerage coniracts in
the wmetropolitan aren. The ex-Minister
for Works had preseribed the rate of
wages after the employer and employee
had agreed upon them. Now it was asked
that the Minister for Lands should do pre-
¢isely the same thing. Hon. members had
no desive to drag out the debate, but
there was a big principle at stake, and
memhers were asking merely for what had
already heen coneeded by the Govern-
ment,

The HONORARY MINISTER: If the
proposal of the Minister for Lands were
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accepred, there was nothing whatever to
prevent the satme arvangement heing car-
ried vut as lhad been made iu respeel 1o
the sewerage works, aud referred (o by
the member for Guildford. L1 would bhe
quite compeient for the employees amd
ithe employers o come together as in the
case of the sewerage works and arrange
the rate of wage, after which the Minster
would preseribe thai rate. Surely it was
sufficient thal the Minister was willing to
give ab assurance, and indeed had given an
assurance, that that would be done.

Mr. Johuson: But the Bill will go on
atter the Minister has departed.

Mr. Walker: The Alinister cannot as-
sure us that he is immortal,

[Mr. Daglish veswined the Chaiv.]

Me, MePDOWALL: So far as ¢ould be
seen there whas no reason whatever why
the Minister could not at onece aceept the
amendment moved by the member for
Wanowna, There was uothineg in the
words——

The Minisler For Lands: 1f lhere was
nothing in the words, why change them!

Mre. MeDOWATLL: Tt might witl: better
reason be asked, why had the Minister
c¢hanged fhem? Hon, members had al-
ready provided that employees shonld he
paid the prescrihed wages, but when the
Rill wen! fo amother place “preservibed
wages” was chunged for “ruling rate of
wage,” It had never heen {he inlention
of the 1louse to make the provision apply
1o vingharking and the like. it had heen
intended to be applied only to the manu-
facture of agrienttural machinery. In
view of the Minister’s assurance that he
was prepared to see to it that the vate of
wage was duly preseribed. why conld he
not aceept the amendment? Why all this
ubstinaey?

Mr. GILL: Sarely the Minisier would
zee the necessity for accepting the Bill as
it had left this Chamber on a previous
veeasion. What abjection eould the Mini-

ster have to aceepting the amendment
moved by the member for Kanowna?

There was no mling raie of wages for
the manufacture of agrieultural machinery
in any of the eountry towns of the Siate.
nor was there any award of the \rbitra-

tion Court that applied to such work. 1t
would be a long time before an arbitra-
tion award was obtained for this industry.
Very few of the establishinents would am-
ploy 15 persons in any trade for many
yvears to come, ‘Thevefore, it was neces-
sary lo have the rate preseribed. There
would be no objeetion in another place to
the use uf Lhe word “preseribed.” Ap-
parvently the ingertion of ‘ruling” was
due to an oversighl.  IF we pow rein-
serted the word “preseribed” it would not
endanger the passage of the Bill. There
should be no teusting to luek; it was no
way o pass legisiation to tauke the Mini-
ster’'s word for a thing.

Mr. WALKER: However auxious we
wight be to trost the Minister there wight
be an oceasion when the interprelation of
the seetion would he submifted to the
Courts; aml we knew from our expetience
in regard lo the electoral law that the
Cowrt took no aceount of explanations and
assuranees given by Ministers in Parlia-
ment. The Court would interpret “ruling”
to mean the enstomary or existing rate of
wapes, whalever was heing pail, wheilier
fair or unfair.

The Attorney Geueral: What Jdo you
take *“preseribed” to mean?

Mr, WALKER: What the Minister
prescribed.  The Minister wouid take good
enre not to fix the rate beneath a fair und
reasonahte standard. If there was an
award the Minister wonld preseribe the
rate fixed.

Hlie Honwrary Minister: What guar-
antee is there thai he will nor exeeed the
award.

Mr., WALKER: Only rhe Minister’s
commonsense, his responsibility to Par-
liament, and his knowledge that every-
thitg he did would be subject to crificism
or censure in the House, Members were
bound to fight for the great principle
contained in this matier, and they eould
not lightly allow it to pass. There should
be wo hesitaney in veinserting the word
“preseribed” as it had already passed the
Assembly, and there was every proba-
bility another place would accept it just
as lhey had accepted the word “ruling.”

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: As
it would he necessary later on to increase
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the eapital, another Bill would prubably
be befove Parliament in six months’ time,
and it the clanse was not working satis-
ractorily he promised to assist in amend-
ing il Lo make it read in such a way that
the result members desired would be
bronght about. However, it seemed the
tlause gave the Minister all the powers
desived. The manufacturers would have
to apply for a permit to sell to the bor-
rowers from lhe hank, and unless the
condilions of the vperatives were fair no
permit would he grauted. There was
ample safeguard tv enable the Minister
to o all thai members desired to be dona.

My. BATH : When |he amendment was
submifted by the memher for Guildford
there was liftle disenssion on it, hecaunse
the Minister accepied the amendment
willingly. Ceirtain members in the Legis-
lative Clouncil, however, were of opinion
thar it might apply to other forms of
work than the manufaeture of machinery,
and the representative of the Govern-
meiu in the Couneil moved for the post-
pouenmient of the clanse. Wlen the Min-
ister again dealt with the eclause the
amendment agreed (o by the Minister in
the Assembly was altered, and the word
‘‘precribed.” which had a definite mean-
ing, was struck out and “ruling”’ was in-
serted. “Ruling” eonld mean any
sweating wage in foree.  Withont re-
inserting the word “prescribed” it would
be class legislation, it would be a provi-
sion giving special considerntion to the
manufacturers of machinerv, while not
giving consideration to the workers em-
ployed in that manufacture. TWe were
here to give a fair deal all round. This
was a form of protection to these people
and we liad a reasonable right ta ask ihe
Minister 1o earry wvut the nnderiuling,
and also o give a further measure of pro-
tection {o the workers. If he avreed io
the amendment the matler would be em-
bodied in the Bil. How did we Lnow
under what cirenmstances the moeasure
would he discussed next session? The
obligation was on the Minister (v wake
snre that the undertaking which was ghen
when the Bill was under discussicn on
the previous oecasion was ecarried ont.

Mr. SWAN: Daring the eourse of his

[ASSEMBLY.]

litetime he had experienced many dis-
appointments, but one of his greatest Jis-

appointments was the Minister for
Lands. He had never thought {hat (he

Minister would support anything in the
shape of low wages, and if he desired bo
prove that the contrary was the case and
desired to seenre something in the shape
of fair wages he should not oppose ibe
amendmen} moved by the member 1ow
Kanowna, Tt was his desire o see ‘hat
the worker in this industry was protected
betore he gave his support [o a measure
saelt as lhis. He had said sufficienl to
satisfy (he Minister thal there was a ne-
cessily for the mmendment, but he was
disappointed that the Minister had nol
seen his way o agree to il. It was nis
intenfion to do everything puossible to
prevent the clause whiech had heen sent
from ancther place being passed

Mr. ANGWIN moved—
That progress be reported.

Motion put and a division taken with
the tollowing result :—

Avyes .. .. 18
Noes .. .. ..o
Majority against .. 5
AYES.
Mr. Apgwin Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Bath Mr. W. Price
Mr. Bolton Mr. Swan
Mr. Collier Mr. Taylor
Mr. GEIl Mr, Underwoml
Mr. Holman Mr. Walker
Mr. Haran Mr. Ware
Mr, Hudson Mr. Heitmann
Mr. Johnson (Telter).
Mr, MeDowall '
NOES.
Mr. llrowo Mr. Male
Mr. Butcher ‘ Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Carson + Mr. Monger
Mr. Cowcher | Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. Davies - Mr. 5. F. Moore
Mr. Draper i Mr. Nanson
Mr. Gregory, Mr. Osborn
Mr., Hardwick Mr. Piesse
Mr. Hayward Mr, J. Price
M. Jaroby ;1 Mr, F. Wilsen
Mr. Keenan ' Mr. Gordon
Mr. Layman (Tetler).

Motion thus negatived.
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Mr. ANGWIN : 1t was to be regretted
that the Government did not see fit to
Teport progress. In moving to report
progress he thought that if the Minister
was given the opportunity to sleep
over the amendiment moved by the mem-
ber for Kanowna he would agree it to
on the following day. Of all industries
which were cstablished in Austrelia the
lowest wages were paid in connection
with that for the manufacture of agricul-
tural impletnents.  Only a few weeks ago
it was pointed out that in many instances
the first arrivala in the State secured
employment in this industry and were
paid a very low rate of wages. He
{Mr. Angwin) was one of those unfor-
tunates, and being a stranger he was
taken . When he FRrst arrived in
Australia he seeured employment in con-
nection with the wanufacture of agricul-
tural implements so that he could say
he knew something about what took
place at.the implement works. As soon
as the opportanity occurred he got out
of it and took care never to go hack
again. The agricultural implement work-
ers did not pet anything like a {sir
wage. Before the passing of the Excise
Tariff of 1906 the Suonshire Harvester
Company employed fitters at £2 11s. Ad.
a week of 48 hours, and joiners ot £2
11s. 3d.; and the gystrm in vogue in
connectton with these agricaltural im-
plement works was thau only & few men
were kept on during the season which
was not, busy. When it was necessary for
them to fit up the machines for the har.
vesting season a rush took place, s number
of outsiders were brought in, new chums.
if any were available, and for threa
months it was perfect slavery. On Christ.
mas Eve they sacked all the new chums.
That showed that there was no herder
work anywhere than in the fitting np
of agricultural machinery.

The CHATRMAN : The question was
that the word *‘ruling " be struck out
with the view of inserting “ preseribed.”
The hon. memher must adhere to that
question.

Mr. ANGWIN : The necessity was to
show, :f possible, why a prescribed rate
should be inserted. He was epeaking
from his own experience in agricnltural
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machinery works in Victoria and wanted
to show members how necessary it was,
owing to the small rate of pay the workers
received, that the Minister should accept
the amendment of the member for
Kanowna. Blacksmiths were paid €2
05, Gd., and tinsmiths €2 11s. 3d.

The CHAIRMAN : Such information
did not relate to the amendment.

Mr. ANGWIN: The wages existing
in goancetion with implement works
elsewhere might be considered as the
raling rate here ; certainly they would not
be safficient for the maintenance of
persons engaged in that industry in
Western Aunstralia. "The Minister should
take into consideration the disadvantages
in Western Australia as compared with
other places. He had thought it was
the intention of the Minister to have
agricudtural  implernents  manufactored
in the State, but it now appesred from
what had been said that the Minister
thought it necessary to go to varions
parts of the State to find ont what was the
ruling rate of wages. This showed that
the Minister had no intention of pro-
viding for the manufacture of the larger-
class of machinery now being so largely
imported. The Minister should realise
the neecessity for providing for our own
workers and agree to the amnendment.

Mr. COLLTER: Lt was not to the
eredit of the House that some two
hours should he¢ wasted on a matter of
this kind. The Minister agreed to the
object sought tu be achieved by meinbers
and said the weaning of the two words
wag exactly the zame. He gave us to
understand that the omendment made
in another place was introdured as the
result of a mistake, and yet he held up
the House for two hours over a matter
which he said he wa+ quite agresable to.
That casoal way of desling with matters
was not the best ineans to finish the busi-
ness of the country if Tarliament were to
be prorogued this side of REaster. let
alone Christmas.  The Minister had given
ng reason why le was opposed to the
amendment. and. therefore, there must
be some underlying reason for the
amendment inserted in another place.
If not, why was the Minister so stabborn
m resisting the amendment te tha
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amendment. Surely if members were
right originally to insert the amendment
they were right to stand by that amend-
ment now, Were we to accept an
amendment simply because it came from
another place. and was it sufficient
for the Minister to say in a casual way
that the proposal would do no haem ¥
Reasons should he given to the Com-
mittee for these amendments but, so
far, the Minister for Lands had given no
reason whatever. having simply con-
tented himself with, as usaal, treating the
House in the most casual way m life.
Tf the Minister weas prepared to pre-
scribe a reasonable rate of weage. what
objection could he find to hon. members
giving him the power to do it under
the Bill ¥ The Minister had been the
canse of a considerable waste of tiine
over this amendment.

Mr. BOLTON: 1t would have heen
wiser for the Minister to have taken a
glance at the record kept of the diz
cussion in another place. Had he done
this he would have found thet the point
was raised by a member in another place

asking what * prescribed ”’ meant: and
he would have found further that,
unfortunately, the Minister then in

charge of the Bill was uanable to give
the necessary information.

The CHATRMAN : The hon. member
must not disenss what had taken place
anywhera else.

Mr. BOLTON : The remarks being
made were nothing more than surmises.

The CHATIRMAN : The hon. member
must not aurmise what had happened
in another place.

Mr. BOLTON : Suopposing that the
information had been given him hy a
friend ¥

The CHATRMAN : The hon. member
could nut disenss the proceedings of
another place.

Mr. BOLTON : Surely an hon. member
might at least say what he thought. He
{Mr. Bolton) thought that the Minister
in another place was unable to give the
information asked for. He thought too,
that had the Minister been able to supply
that information the smendment would
not have heen necessary. Further than
that, e thought &lso that permission had

[ASSEMBLY.]

been given in another place to report
progress on the matter in order that it
might be inquired into. It was bhis
opinion that if a consultation had taken
place between the Minister for Lands and
the Minister in another place the amend-
ment would not have been necessary.
He was of opinion that from information
received that there was not the least ob-
jettion in another placc to re-inserting
the words struck out. 1t seemed to him
that the Minister for Lands had succeed-
ed in wasting & lot of valuable time this
evening, seeing that the Minister agreed
that the word ‘‘ prescribed ” would fit
just as weil as ' ruling.” and yet he had
refused to accept the word. Apparently
the Minister had thought that it would
take lexs time to agree to the amendments
made by another place than to disagree
with this particular one, even though he
knew that there was no objection in an-
other place to conforming to the wishes
of the Assembly. If the Minister thought
that he would thus be saving time. he
was making a serious mistake. Yet what
other reason could the Minister offer for
refusing to accept the word ° prescrib-
ed” ?

Mr. BATH : Evidently the Minister for
Lands was labouring under s misappre-
hension. The Minister was apparently
afraid that he woukl he called upon to
enter into all the details as to what should
be therate of wages. Thatwasnot the case.
The Minister wounld be expected merely
tn register what would be determined
upon either by the Arbitration Cowmt or
else by agreement of the two parties.
Probably it would very rarely be necessary
to appeal to the Court, for the employer
and employee would he able to arrive
at an agreement and submit it to the
Minister for registration. Hon. inem-
bers did not want the Minister to be an
arbitration court and go into all the de-
tails of the respective cases. AN that
was required of him would be to register
the rate of wages arrived at.

Mr. REENAN: If the member for
KRanowna would permit it he desired to
move an amendment to strike out the
word “‘ruling *’ and add the words *‘ ap-
proved by the Minister,” This would
make it read ** Wages approved by the
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Minister.” He believed the Minister
would accept that amendment and that
it would be acceptable to the Committee.

Mr. WALKER : That was exactly what
members had been ighting for, and if the
amendment was more acceptable than
his. he asked leave to withdraw.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Mr. KEENAN moved an amendment—

That in the lost line of the proposed
amendment of the Legislative Council
the word " ruling™ be struck out and

“approved by the Minister’ added

after ** wages.”

Amendment passed.

Question as amended put and passed ;
the Council’s amendment, as further
amended, agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopt.
ed ; and a Message accordingly returned
to the Legislative Couneil,

BILL—AGRICULTURAL LANDS
PURCHASE.

In Commilttee.
Resumed from the previous day.

Mr. Daglish in the Chair ; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill,

Clause 7-—Lands Purchase Board to
report :

The CHATRMAN : An amendment had
been moved to strike out * may ™ in line
2 of Subelause 2, and insert *‘ shall.”

Mr. UNDERWOQOD hoped the amend-
ment would be accepted. It was reason.
able the board should not recommend
the purchase of an estate without having
gseen it. Did the Minister accept the
amendment ?

The Minister for Lands: Yes.

Amendment passed : clause as amended
agreed to.

Clauses 8 to 20-—agreed to.

Schedules, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments. the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

*
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ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1909-10.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 1lth Deceinber ;
Mr. Daglish in the Chair.
Agricultural Department {(Hon. .J.

Mitche!l. Minister) :

Vote—Agriculiure Generally, £19.145
Mr. UNDERWOOD moved-—

That progress be reported.

Motion put snd negatived,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The most im-
portant thing he desired to refer to was
that under these Estimates we werc pro-
viding for the expenditure of loan money
for agricuttural development. It did not
appear to him that it was possible to
pursue & more ridiculous or more coward-
ly policy than to spend loan money on the
development of agricultnre. 1 we con-
sidered the question of agricultural
development it meant that by spending
money as we were doing under this vote
we were providing means to sell the assets
of the State. Every penny expended
under this vote should mean an inerease
in the selling value of the Clovernment
lend of Western Australia. That being
80, it appeared to him as it should appear
to cveryone, that that mwoney rhould he
fairly taken from the proceeds of iand
sales or land grants. We were parting
with the assets of the State, and to get an
increased price for these assets we were
spending certain moneys and that money
undoubtedly should bhe charged against
land revenue. We had this position,
that we were spending loan moneys to
advertise our lands, and were selling land
and booking the result up to general
revenue. He could not conceive a more
dishorest or unfair proposition than that
of expending loan money on the develop-
ment of agricultare. Tt must appeal to
all that it was wrong to spend money
to increase the selling value of the land.
gnd then to take the money we grt
from those sales as revenue. Nothing
could be more improper than to charge
another part of the expenditure of this
department to loan account. We were
parting with our assets and leaving a
debt in their place. The cowrse the State
was following was bound to lead to dis.
aster. There were several matters of
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subsidies which were supposed to be for
the advancement of agriculture, with
which he could not altogether agree.
We provided subsidies to the extent of
£1,000 for agricultural shows, and al
though these shows might conduce to the
advancement of agriculture he was of
opinion that under this system we were
not receiving full velue for the money.
expended. Every two-penny half-
penny town in Western Australia had its
agricultural show which received a sub-
sidy from the Govermment, the money
sometimes being found from Loan Fund.
There were too many shows, and their
close proximity to one another resulted
in miserable exhibits. The Royal Agri.
cultural Show was subsidised to the ex-
tent of £575, but the time had arrived
when we could fairly and reasonably cease
to pay that subsidy. Almost all the prize-
winners at the last Royal show were men
who were able to do without charity
or subsidies. Among those prizewinners
were some of the wealthiest men in Aus-
tralia, as they included Wedge, Roberts,
Gooeh, Quinlan, Wilding. Edgar, Connor
and Poherty. Did these men require
such assistance ? Those men had done
well in Western Australia and had
been done well by by the State, and it
was going too far that they should re-
quire these subsidies. After all, those
who exhibited stock and other products
did so with a definite idea of gaining an
advantage. The reason for trying to
obtain a prize was to add to the selling
price of their particular stock. That
was why they exhibited. These men
had the cream of the land of Western
Australia, and they should fairly be al-
lowed to pay their way. They were
well recouped for any expense they might
go to in exhibiting at the show by being
able to sell their stock afterwards to the
struggling farmer. The society had a
very excellent ground which was let out
to all sorts of athletic and sports associa-
tions, and to demonstrations of all
kinds, and those men, Wedge, Roberts.
Gooch, Quinlan, Wilding, Connor and
Doherty paid £1 a year to become mem-
bers of that society, and for that were ad-
mitted to every demonstration and
sports gathering held on the ground.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. 8. F. Moore : By paying for it.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : The member for
Irwin was under & misapprehension.

The Honorary Minister : You are under
one this time.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : The information
he had given was the result of inquiries
he had made. In making an agreement
for the eight hours demonstration a
condition was inserted to the effect that
every member of the Agricultural Society
gshould be given free admission to the
grandstand.

The Honorary Minister: You cannot
become & member without paying.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The wmembers
could go to any demonstration they liked
for their subscription of £1. There were
about 52 demonstrations and sports
gotherings held there during the year
and they were all fres to members, and
yvet these members came to the Govern-
ment for a subsidy.

Mr. George: I do not think a member
can go in without paying.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: What he had
said was quite correct. We were told
that on one day of thelast show there
was an attendance of 40.000 people.
The total money received for admission
for five days was set down as £1,700.
Beeing that, if every one of the 40,000
people paid 1s. entrance the receipts for
that day alone would have been £2,000.
These figures showed clearly what a very
large number of *‘ deadheads’ there
were. Considering that Western Austra
lia needed a great deal of development,
and as there was no money to throw awav,
we assuredly could not afford to puy
£575 towards the admission of ° dead-
heads " to that ground. The Minister
should determine that one show at least—
the Royal—shoud do without the chari-
table subsidy. The hon. member had
suggested that he (Mr. Underwood)
should join the soviety ; but perhaps
if he were to allow himself to be nomin
ated black balls would be used in order
to block a Labour member. Again,
in respect to these shows, it was found
that the subsidies varied considerabty .
Thus at Wanneroo £13 was paid, at
Wellinpton £150. at XNorthem £250.
while Twenty Mile Sandy got nothing.
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Another matter that should be considered
by the Minister was the admission to
shows of horses with docked tails and
hocked manes Owing to a fatsl lack
of inventiveness Australians who went
home to England and saw horses there
with their tails docked, came back and
imagined that the proper thing toc do
in Australia would be to dock the horses’
tails. There could be no greater cruelty
shown towards a horse in a country
where flies were prevalent. He would
appeal to the Minister to stop all subsidies
to societies that permitted a horse with a
docked tail to go within a hundred
vards of their grounds.

Mr. Collier: How can you expect &
Minister whe wears a top hat in our
climate to be with you in this.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Firm steps
should he taken to vut down this practice
of docking horses’ tails and manes in
Agpstralis. Another thing desirable in
Australia was to breed in that which
had been bred out of the horse, namely
the f{orelock. which wonld allow the
horse to Dbrush the flies from his eyes.
We had been Lreeding along wrong lines
and we should set about correcting our
glaring mistakes. A provision of £1,000
had heen made for the destruction of
marsupials. From information received
it would seem that the Government
charged those desirous of obtaining
kangaroo skins a license of £1 & year.
[Further than that. it was said on good
authority that many of the pastoral
lessees in the North.West prevented
kangaroo shooters irom going on their
runs. In the course of a discussion
that had taken place on the Game Bill
in 1207 he (Mr. Underwood) had ex-
pressed his intention of supporting the
second reading, because it was desirable
to preserve the Australian game as much
as possible. At the same time he had
pointed out that the Bill gave considerable
powers to the Minister, taking consolation,
however, in the fact that the Minister
could not go very far wrong. He had
been a very young member of the House
when he made a statement of that sort,
and this should he accepted as his
apology. Experience had since taught
him how young and innocent he must
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have been. He had gone on te poini
out that in the whole of the North-West
part of the State kangaroos were & pest.
When in Cormittee on the Bill the then
member for Geraldton (Mr. Brown) moved
an amendment to provide that licenses
should not he charged in the Northern
portions of the State. |t was arpued that
licenses should not he charged for killing
what was considered a pest.  The Minister
said the desire was to protect the native
game in the South-West, and not to
deter people fromn destroying kangaroos
where they should he destroyed. and
he would irame a regulation to prevent
it. The member for (rascoyne considered
the Committee would be safe in allowing
the clause to pass after the assurance of
the Minister, but he was strongly opposed
to charging licenses to kangaroo-shonters
in the North. On the assurance of the
Minister the amencdment was  with-
cdrawn but no vecalation was framed.
and the license was still charged in the
North. A subsidy of £L000 was pria.
vided for the destraction of marsupials,
yet squatters in the North preventec
shooters from coing on  their runs.
At the same time they collected the
skins from the natives who were allowed
to kill the animals for their sustenance.
As the Came Act provided that no
person could shoot kangarons for profit
without heing licensed why should not
these squatters be licensed * Were they
preventing white men from entering
their runs to shoot the kangaroos with
the idea of allowing the animals to breed
in view of the prospective subsidies.
However, he trusted the Minister would
look into the matter, though from his
experience of the Minister's previous
assurance he did not anticipate getting
a great deal from the Minister’'s con.
sideration.

+ Progress reported.

House adjourned at {1-38 pm.




